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Este documento contiene las notas del sermén que son llevadas al pulpito.
También contiene una traduccion al inglés realizada por una estudiante de
espaiol, por tanto la traduccién puede contener errores. El objetivo es dar una
aproximacion lo mds cercana posible al texto original, dadas las restricciones
de tiempo. Nuestra oracién es que el Espiritu Santo use estas palabras para
transformar vidas, de manera que mds personas se conviertan en verdaderos
adoradores del Sefior Jesucristo en espiritu y en verdad.

This contains the sermon notes taken into the pulpit. It also
contains a translation into English by a Spanish learner,
and may contain translation errors. The goal is to give as
close an approximation as possible given time constraints.
Our prayer is that the Holy Spirit will use these words to
transform lives so that more people will become true
worshippers of the Lord Jesus Christ in spirit and truth.

Mateo 1:18-25
Reina-Valera 1960

Nacimiento de Jesucristo (Luc. 2.1-7)

BE] nacimiento de Jesucristo fue asi: Estando desposada Marfa su madre con
José, antes que se juntasen, se hall6 que habia concebido del Espiritu Santo.

19 José su marido, como era justo, y no queria infamarla, quiso dejarla
secretamente.

20'Y pensando €l en esto, he aqui un 4ngel del Sefior le aparecid en suefios y
le dijo: José, hijo de David, no temas recibir a Maria tu mujer, porque lo que
en ella es engendrado, del Espiritu Santo es.

21Y dar4 a luz un hijo, y llamards su nombre JESUS, porque él salvard a su
pueblo de sus pecados.

22Todo esto aconteci6 para que se cumpliese lo dicho por el Sefior por medio
del profeta, cuando dijo:

23He aqui, una virgen concebird y dard a luz un hijo,
Y llamarés su nombre Emanuel, m que traducido es: Dios con nosotros.

Uy despertando José del suefio, hizo como el dngel del Sefor le habia
mandado, y recibi6 a su mujer.

25 Pero no la conoci6 hasta que dio a luz a su hijo primogénito; y le puso por
nombre JESUS.

Reina-Valera 1960 (RVR1960)

Matthew 1:18-25
(New American Standard Bible 1977)

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When
His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with
child by the Holy Spirit.

19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and
not wanting to disgrace her, desired to put her away
secretly.

20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of
the Holy Spirit.

21 "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name
Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their
sins."

22 Now all this took place that what was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying,

23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND
SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME
IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US."

24 And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him, and took her as his
wife,

25 and kept her a virgin until she gave birth to a Son;
and he called His name Jesus.
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LA CONCEPCION SOBRENATURAL
DE JESUCRISTO
Mateo 1:18-25
S.J.B., diciembre 02 de 2018

INTRODUCCION

Ya por todas partes se inici6 la celebracion de la navidad, por estos dias, todo
estd en funcidn de la celebracion de la navidad.

Hoy, cuando muchos, tanto creyentes como no creyentes hablan de la
navidad, cuando el comercio se vale de la navidad, para hacer su agosto;
cuando a pesar de tanta celebracion el sentido de la navidad se ha perdido
por completo, es necesario ir a la fuente, es decir, a la palabra de Dios para
poder saber de verdad qué es la navidad, para asi poder disfrutar de la
navidad.

Precisamente ir a la palabra de Dios es lo que estaremos haciendo estos
domingos previos a la navidad, pero la invitacién es para que, no se
conformen con lo que vemos aqui en este momento, sino que, los animo para
que lean y reflexiones en los relatos histéricos de la navidad registrados en
los evangelios.

Hoy nos vamos a aproximar al relato navidefio del evangelio de Mateo 1:18-
25.

El Espiritu Santo, en este relato de Mateo presenta tres evidencias del
nacimiento sobrenatural del Sefior Jesucristo:

EL MATRIMONIO ENTRE JOSE Y MARIA NO SE HABIA
CONSUMADO

1.

JESUS CHRIST'S SUPERNATURAL
CONCEPTION
Matthew 1:18-25
December 2, 2018

INTRODUCTION

The celebration of Christmas has already started
everywhere. These days, everything is related to
celebrating Christmas.

Today, when many, both believers and non-believers, talk
about Christmas, when business uses Christmas to make a
killing, when in spite of so much celebration the meaning of
Christmas has been completely lost, it is necessary to go to
the source, that is, the word of God, to be able to really
know what Christmas is, in order to enjoy it.

That is just what we will be doing these Sundays before
Christmas - going to the word of God. But the invitation is
to not conform to what we see happening here at the
moment, but to encourage us to read and reflect on the
historical accounts of Christmas recorded in the Gospels.

Today we are going to approach the Christmas story found
in the Gospel of Matthew chapter 1 verses 18-25.

In this account of Matthew the Holy Spirit presents three
evidences of the supernatural birth of the Lord Jesus
Christ:

1. THE MARRIAGE BETWEEN JOSEPH AND MARY
HAD NOT BEEN CONSUMATED




El evangelista Mateo narra con precision, las circunstancias en las que se dio
el gran acontecimiento de la navidad. Mateo 1:18

B El nacimiento de Jesucristo fue asi:

Estando desposada Maria su madre con José,

antes que se juntasen,

se hallo que habia concebido del Espiritu Santo.

De entrada, el relato biblico inspirado por el Espiritu Santo, nos plantea un
grave problema en navidad. ;Por qué un problema?

Porque Maria quedo embarazada sin aun estar casada con José (hoy para la
mayoria de las personas esto no es un problema, sino que es lo normal, pero
en aquella época, y en el contexto judio, si era un grave problema).

Mateo inspirado por el Espiritu Santo, hace especial énfasis en que Maria y
José; aun no estaban casados, que ain no se habian unido conyugalmente.
vs. 18: Estando desposada Maria su madre con José, antes que se juntasen,

Es evidente que el Espiritu Santo, tiene aqui la intensién de mostrar que atn
no estaban casados, que atn no se habia consumado el matrimonio, cuando
Maria quedo embarazada.

Este hecho, sin duda que, a los ojos de todos, era un escandalo que tenderia
un manto de duda sobre la integridad moral de José y Maria, y atin del nifio,
por lo tanto, con toda seguridad que serian objeto del rechazo y del escarnio
publico.

Esto de entrada nos revela que servir a la causa del Sefior, aunque es un gran
privilegio; no es fécil, tiene un costo, Maria y José no estaban exentos del
costo, que implica servir al Sefor, Lucas 9:23-24:

Y decia a todos: Si alguno quiere venir en pos de mi,
niéguese a si mismo, tome su cruz cada dia, y sigame.
2 porque todo el que quiera salvar su vida, la perderd;

The evangelist Matthew accurately narrates the
circumstances in which the great event of Christmas took
place. Matthew 1:18

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When His
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to be with child by the
Holy Spirit.

From the outset, the biblical story inspired by the Holy Spirit
poses a serious problem at Christmas. Why a problem?

Because Mary became pregnant without even being
married to Joseph. (For most people today this is not a
problem, but is normal; but at that time and in the Jewish
context it was a serious problem.)

Matthew, inspired by the Holy Spirit, makes a special point
to emphasize that Mary and Joseph were not yet married,
that they had not yet become one flesh. Verse 18: When
His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before
they came together...

It is evident that the Holy Spirit here has the intention of
showing that they were not yet married, that the marriage
had not yet been consummated, when Mary became
pregnant.

This fact, no doubt, in the eyes of all, was a scandal that
would leave a mantle of doubt about Joseph's, Mary's, and
even the child's moral integrity; therefore, it's totally certain
they will be the object of rejection and public derision.

This at the onset reveals that serving the Lord's cause,
although it is a great privilege, is not easy; it has a cost.
Mary and Joseph were not exempt from the cost implied in
serving the Lord. Luke 9:23-24




y todo el que pierda su vida por causa de mi, éste la salvard.

En el relato del evangelio de Lucas, podemos ver cudl fue la reaccion de
Maria, cuando del angel Gabriel, le anuncio que iba a concebir, Lucas 1: 30-
38

30 Entonces el dngel le dijo: Maria, no temas,
porque has hallado gracia delante de Dios.

3y ahora, concebirds en tu vientre,

y dards a luz un hijo, y llamards su nombre JESUS.
32 Este serd grande, y serd llamado Hijo del Altisimo;
y el Seiior Dios le dard el trono de David su padre;
33y reinard sobre la casa de Jacob para siempre,

y su reino no tendrd fin.

34 Entonces Maria dijo al dngel:

. Como serd esto? pues no conozco varon.

35 Respondiendo el dngel, le dijo:

El Espiritu Santo vendrd sobre ti,

y el poder del Altisimo te cubrird con su sombra;
por lo cual también el Santo Ser que nacerd,

serd llamado Hijo de Dios.

36Y he aqui tu parienta Elisabeth,

ella también ha concebido hijo en su vejez;

y este es el sexto mes para ella, la que llamaban estéril;
37 porque nada hay imposible para Dios.

38 Entonces Maria dijo: He aqui la sierva del Sefior;
hdgase conmigo conforme a tu palabra.

Y el dngel se fue de su presencia.

Vemos como Maria ante el anuncio de va a concebir, sin aun haberse casado,
no se puso a considerar los problemas que le podia traer su embarazo
extramatrimonial, ni en las consecuencias con su prometido (de hecho, José
quiso abandonarla), ni en las consecuencias sociales y familiares que
implicaban su embarazo: la burla y el rechazo.

23 And He was saying to them all, "If anyone wishes to
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow Me.

24 "For whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who
will save it.

In Luke's Gospel account we can see what Mary's reaction
was when the angel Gabriel announced that she was going
to conceive. Luke 1:30-38

30 And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for
you have found favor with God.

31 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear
a son, and you shall name Him Jesus.

32 "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His
father David;

33 and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and
His kingdom will have no end."

34 And Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since |
am a virgin?"

35 And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy
offspring shall be called the Son of God.

36 "And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also
conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called
barren is now in her sixth month.

37 "For nothing will be impossible with God."

38 And Mary said, "Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; be it
done to me according to your word." And the angel
departed from her.

We see how Mary, at the announcement of how she was
going to conceive without even having been married, did
not consider 1) the problems that her extramarital
pregnancy could bring her, nor 2) the consequences with
her fiancé (in fact, Joseph wanted to leave her), nor 3) the




Sino que Maria a pesar de todos los obstaculos creyd, a la palabra del Sefior,
por lo tanto; se rindi6 incondicionalmente ante el Sefor: He aqui la sierva
del Sefior; hdgase conmigo conforme a tu palabra.

Pero ademés, el relato biblico muestra que lo hizo, no porque le tocaba, sino
que lo hizo con gozo, Lucas 1: 47-48:

Mi espiritu se regocija en Dios mi Salvador.
4 Porque ha mirado la bajeza de su sierva;
Pues he aqui, desde ahora me dirdn
bienaventurada todas las generaciones.

Pero ¢Por qué el Espiritu Santo, tiene la intencion de mostrar que
Maria y José aun no estaban casados?

(Por qué no esperar a que se casaran para evitarles problemas a Maria y José?

Fue de esta manera y el Espiritu Santo, lo registré para siempre en la Palabra,
para que no quedara la menor duda de la concepcion sobrenatural de
Jesucristo, Mateo 1:18

El nacimiento de Jesucristo fue asi:

Estando desposada Maria su madre con José,
antes que se juntasen,

se hallo que habia concebido del Espiritu Santo.

Esto mismo se enfatiza en Lucas: 1:34-35:

34 Entonces Maria dijo al dngel:

. Como serd esto? pues no conozco varon.

35 Respondiendo el dngel, le dijo:

El Espiritu Santo vendrd sobre ti,

v el poder del Altisimo te cubrird con su sombra;
por lo cual también el Santo Ser que nacerd,
serd llamado Hijo de Dios.

social and family consequences that her pregnancy
implied: mockery and rejection.

But Mary, despite all the obstacles, believed the word of
the Lord; therefore, she surrendered unconditionally before
the Lord: Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; be it done to
me according to your word.

But in addition, the biblical account shows that she did it
not because she had to, but that she did it with joy. Luke
1:47-48

47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.

48 "For He has had regard for the humble state of His
bondslave; For behold, from this time on all
generations will count me blessed.

But why did the Holy Spirit intend to show that Mary
and Joseph were not yet married?

Why not wait until they got married, to avoid problems for
Mary and Joseph?

That's how it was, and the Holy Spirit recorded it forever in
the Word so that there would be no doubt about the
supernatural conception of Jesus Christ. Matthew 1:18

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows. When His
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they
came together she was found to be with child by the
Holy Spirit.

The same thing is emphasized in Luke 1:34-35

34 And Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since |
am avirgin?"

35 And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most




El hecho de que la concepcién sobrenatural, se recalque de esta manera;
demuestra que ésta, es una verdad fundamental de la navidad.

Revela uno de los grandes pilares (fundamentos) de la navidad (evangelio):

Que Jesucristo es el eterno Hijo de Dios, que se hizo hombre (Dios-Hombre)
hombre como nosotros, pero sin dejar de ser Dios, para darse como ofrenda
santa, justa, perfecta en la cruz del calvario, en lugar de cada uno de nosotros;
para asi, obtener nuestra eterna redencion.

Dicho de otra manera, el perddn, la justificacion solo era posible, si el eterno
Hijo de Dios; asumia la naturaleza humana para asi poder satisfacer las
demanda justa y santas de Dios, en la cruz del calvario por causa de nuestro
pecado:

1 Pedro 3:18b: “El justo por los injustos, para llevarnos a Dios”

2 Corintios 5:21: Al que no conocio pecado, por nosotros lo hizo pecado,
para que nosotros fuésemos hechos justicia de Dios en él.

2. JOSE QUISO ABANDONAR A MARIA

El evangelio de Mateo nos da otra evidencia del nacimiento virginal de
Jesucristo, Mateo 1:19:

B José su marido, como era justo, y no queria infamarla, quiso dejarla
secretamente.

Cuando José se enter6 del embarazo de Maria, como era apenas natural quiso
dejarla, porque estaba de por medio su honra e integridad, sus principios,
pero era tal la piedad de José que quiso abandonarla, sin iniciar acciones
legales: como era justo, y no queria infamarla, quiso dejarla secretamente.

High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy
offspring shall be called the Son of God.

The fact that the supernatural conception is stressed in this
way demonstrates that this is a fundamental truth of
Christmas.

It reveals one of the great pillars (foundations) of Christmas
(the gospel):

That Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, who became
man (God-Man), a man like us but without ceasing to be
God, to give Himself as a holy, just, perfect offering on the
cross of Calvary in place of each one of us, in order to
obtain our eternal redemption.

In other words, forgiveness/justification was only possible if
the eternal Son of God took on human nature in order to
satisfy the just and holy demands of God on the cross of
Calvary because of our sin:

1 Peter 3:18b — the just for the unjust, in order that He
might bring us to God,

2 Corinthians 5:21 — He made Him who knew no sin to be
sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness
of God in Him.

2. JOSEPH WANTED TO LEAVE/ABANDON MARY

The Gospel of Matthew gives us another evidence of Jesus
Christ's virgin birth. Matthew 1:19

19 And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man, and
not wanting to disgrace her, desired to put her away
secretly.

When Joseph found out about Mary's pregnancy, as was
merely natural he wanted to leave her because of his honor




Esta reaccion de José demuestra que €l no se habia unido conyugalmente con
su prometida.

Ante la decision de José de abandonar a Maria, entonces, Dios tiene que
intervenir, para revelar a José el cardcter sobrenatural del embarazé de Maria,
Mateo 1:20-21

20y pensando él en esto, he aqui un dngel del Sefior

le aparecio en sueiios y le dijo: José, hijo de David,

no temas recibir a Maria tu mujer,

porque lo que en ella es engendrado, del Espiritu Santo es.
2Ly dard a luz un hijo, y llamards su nombre JES Us,
porque él salvard a su pueblo de sus pecados.

3. EL ANTICIPADO ANUNCIO PROFETICO
Mateo 1:22-23:

22 Todo esto acontecié para que se cumpliese

lo dicho por el Seiior por medio del profeta, cuando dijo:
23 He aqui, una virgen concebird y dard a luz un hijo,

Y llamards su nombre Emanuel,

que traducido es: Dios con nosotros.

El autor inspirado apela a la misma palabra de Dios, para demostrar el
nacimiento virginal de Jesucristo.

El nacimiento virginal habia sido anunciado 700 afos antes por el profeta
Isatfas 7:14:

Por tanto, el Sefior mismo os dard serial:
He aqui que la virgen concebird, y dard a luz un hijo,
v llamard su nombre Emanuel.

and integrity; his principles were involved. But Joseph's
piety was such that he wanted to leave her without taking
legal action: being a righteous man, and not wanting to
disgrace her, desired to put her away secretly.

This reaction on Joseph's part demonstrates that he had
not united conjugally with his fiancée.

Before Joseph's decision to leave Mary, then, God has to
intervene, to reveal to Joseph the supernatural nature of
Mary's pregnancy. Matthew 1:20-21

20 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the
Holy Spirit.

21 "And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name
Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their
sins."

3. THE ANTICIPATED PROPHETIC ANNOUNCEMENT
Matthew 1:22-23

22 Now all this took place that what was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying,

23 "BEHOLD, THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH CHILD, AND
SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS NAME
IMMANUEL," which translated means, "GOD WITH US."

The inspired author appeals to the very word of God to
demonstrate the virgin birth of Jesus Christ.

The virgin birth had been announced 700 years earlier by
the prophet Isaiah in 7:14.




El nacimiento sobrenatural del Sefior Jesucristo es claramente el
cumplimiento de la profecia ?? Todo esto acontecié para que se cumpliese lo
dicho por el Sefior, por medio del profeta.

De esta manera, el Espiritu Santo, deja sentado con claridad y firmeza, que
la concepcidn sobrenatural de Jesucristo es fundamental para la navidad, esto
es lo que hace que el nacimiento de Jesus, haya sido un acontecimiento tnico,
sin precedentes, y que ademds haya trascendido a través de toda la historia.

Sin la concepcidn sobrenatural de Jesucristo, es decir, si Jesucristo no es Dios
y hombre, sencillamente la navidad no tendria ningtin sentido.

El eterno Hijo de Dios tenia que ser como nosotros, sin dejar de ser Dios para
redimirnos, hebreos 2:14:

Ast que, por cuanto los hijos participaron de carne y sangre,
él también participo de lo mismo,

para destruir por medio de la muerte al que tenia

el imperio de la muerte, esto es, al diablo,

Sin la concepcidn sobrenatural de Jesus, no habria sido posible cumplir con
el propésito de la navidad; como es el salvar del pecado a su pueblo. Mateo
1:21: Y dard a luz un hijo, y llamards su nombre JESUS, porque él salvard
a su pueblo de sus pecados.

Es por esta razoén que el relato histérico en el evangelio de Mateo, inicia
declarando el nacimiento sobrenatural, virginal, del Sefor Jesucristo.

Es por esta misma razon, que la primera declaracion acerca de Jesucristo en

el conocido credo de los apdstoles es: Creo... Y en Jesucristo su vnico Hijo,
que fue concebido del Espiritu Santo, nacio de la virgen Maria...

CONCLUSION

14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign:
Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and
she will call His name Immanuel.

The supernatural birth of the Lord Jesus Christ is clearly
the fulfillment of the prophecy. 22 Now all this took place
that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet
might be fulfilled.

From this the Holy Spirit leaves clearly and firmly
established that the supernatural conception of Jesus
Christ is fundamental for Christmas. This is what makes the
birth of Jesus a unique event, unprecedented; and what
has also transcended throughout the whole story.

Without Jesus Christ's supernatural conception, that is, if
Jesus Christ is not God and man, Christmas simply would
not make any sense.

The eternal Son of God had to be like us while remaining
God to redeem us. Hebrews 2:14

14 Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He
Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through
death He might render powerless him who had the
power of death, that is, the devil;

Without Jesus Christ's supernatural conception it would not
have been possible to fulfill the purpose of Christmas, as it
is to save His people from sin. Matthew 1:21 "And she will
bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He
who will save His people from their sins."

It is for this reason that the historical account in the Gospel
of Matthew begins by declaring the supernatural, virgin
birth of the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is for this same reason that the first statement about
Jesus Christ in the well-known Apostles' Creed is: | believe




El relato del nacimiento del Sefor Jesus, nos revela tres condiciones
necesarias para poder experimentar la realidad de la navidad:

e Creer en la concepcidn sobrenatural de Jesucristo

En nuestro tiempo, que se caracteriza por el pragmatismo, muchos que
dicen ser cristianos, no le dan importancia a este hecho del nacimiento.
Piensan que esto no es una verdad determinante, pero la palabra de Dios
nos muestra que este es un principio fundamental.

No creer en esta verdad, es desconocer que Jesucristo es el eterno Hijo
de Dios. Es desconocer la verdad de que Jesucristo es Dios y Hombre.

Es desconocer la grandeza, y la eficacia de la obra redentora de
Jesucristo.

Es por esta razén, que el relato de Mateo, inicia comprobando y
remarcando el nacimiento virginal, del Sefior Jesucristo.

e Para poder experimentar y celebrar el hecho de la navidad tenemos
que estar dispuestos a negarnos a nosotros mismos (navidad no se
trata de lo que queremos), tenemos que estar dispuestos a asumir el
costo social, familiar de creer en creer en Jesus, de seguir a Jesus., de
servir a Jesus.

Para celebrar de verdad la navidad, tenemos que disponernos para
servir al Sefior, con la misma conviccién y disposicion de Maria,
Lucas 1:38: He aqui la sierva del Seiior; hdgase conmigo conforme a
tu palabra. Y el dngel se fue de su presencia.

e Para celebrar de verdad la navidad igual que José debemos creer y
obedecer a la palabra del Senor, Mateo 1:24: Y despertando José del
sueiio, hizo como el dngel del Seiior le habia mandado, y recibio a su
mujer.

... in Jesus Christ his only Son, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, was born of the Virgin Mary ...

CONCLUSION

The story of the birth of the Lord Jesus reveals three
necessary conditions to experience the reality of
Christmas:

¢ Believing in the supernatural conception of Jesus Christ

In our time, characterized by pragmatism, many who
claim to be Christians do not give importance to this
fact of His birth. They think that this is not a decisive
truth. But the word of God shows us that this is a
fundamental principle.

Not to believe in this truth is to repudiate that Jesus
Christ is the eternal Son of God. It is to repudiate that
Jesus Christ is God and Man.

It is to disregard the greatness and effectiveness of the
redemptive work of Jesus Christ.

It is for this reason that the story of Matthew begins by
noting and highlighting the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

e To be able to experience and celebrate the fact of
Christmas we have to be willing to deny ourselves
(Christmas is not about what we want), we have to be
willing to assume the social, family cost of believing in
Jesus, of follow Jesus, to serve Jesus.

To truly celebrate Christmas we have to prepare
ourselves to serve the Lord with the same conviction
and disposition as Mary. Luke 1:38 "Behold, the




bondslave of the Lord; be it done to me according to
your word." And the angel departed from her.

e To truly celebrate Christmas like Joseph, we must
believe and obey the word of the Lord. Matthew 1:24
And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him, and took her as his wife.




